Priapism: a review.
Priapism is persistent penile erection in the absence of sexual stimulation. The pattern of blood flow to the penis that occurs during normal erection is altered so that sustained priapism may result in edema, increased risk of abrasion, tissue drying and necrosis of the penis. Numerous causes have been reported in animals and humans. The prognosis depends on the type of priapism and the amount of time that passes before therapeutic intervention. Surgical methods, such as aspiration and shunting procedures, have traditionally been used to treat priapism but carry a risk of postsurgical complications. Use of alpha-agonists for treatment of priapism in humans is often successful and avoids the risks of impotence and other surgical complications. Investigation of the use of alpha-agonists for treatment of priapism in animals should be considered.